Hosea





Hosea is one of those obscure prophets of old, who are seldom the topic of most bible studies.  Those who do read this book come away with the understanding that Hosea was prophesying to the Northern Kingdom of Israel warning them that they were displeasing the Lord and what would happen to them as a result of this "turning away" from the true path.  That, and what a strange life this man had.  What most do not realize is this book also speaks a warning to those of us who are alive in the end times.  





Hosea's life is used by the Lord to be an object lesson to the divided kingdom of Israel.  First he is told to marry a prostitute ("because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.")  At God's direction, Hosea named his three children in a way that symbolized God's anger. Their names show God's increasing judgment against Israel's adultery: first comes punishment, then a loss of love, finally total divorce. 





The first name, Jezreel, refers to a historical incident from 2 Kings 9-10. Jezreel was the place where King Jehu slaughtered a wicked king and all his associates (2 Kings 10:11).   The name also means "God sows" which was a warning that what was to come would be coming from God. 





The second child, a girl, was  named  Lo-Ruhamah which means "not loved."   This child was to show the people of Israel that the Lord would no longer show them love.  The third child, also a boy, was named Lo-Ammi which means "not my people."  These two children were not Hosea's children, but children of harlotry.  In chapter 1 verse 3 it reads, "and she bore him a son."  When the other two children are born, it does not say this.  (Verse 6: she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter;  verse 8: she conceived and gave birth to a son.)   This was to show the Israelites that because of their harlotry in going after strange gods, they would no longer be loved by the Lord and that He would no longer consider them His people.  





Yet the very next thing He does is He gives them hope for the future. "Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, `You are not my people,' they will be called `sons of the living God.' The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.   Hosea 1:10-11





These particular verses are quoted two times in the "New Testament"  (Ro 9:26; 1Pe 2:10.)  Because they are applied to the Gentiles many believe that the Gentiles replaced Israel as God's chosen people.  This is an understandable mistake made by those who are not acquainted with Hosea, the destiny of the Israelites, or why God was so mad at them to begin with.   





Shortly after the reign of Solomon the kingdom became divided.  The Southern Kingdom, made up of Judah, Benjamin and part of Levi, remained under the leadership of the house of David.  They are collectively referred to as "Judah."  The Northern Kingdom, made up of the rest of the tribes of Israel, chose another leader outside of the tribe of Judah. They are collectively referred to as "Israel."  Because Ephraim became the leader of these tribes, they are also referred to as "Ephraim."





1 Kings 12 tells the story of Jeroboam, the king of Israel.  He saw that his people were continuing to go down to Jerusalem to worship the Lord, and fear of the loss of power took hold of him.   Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David. If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam." After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. And this thing became a sin; the people went even as far as Dan to worship the one there. 





Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed priests from all sorts of people, even though they were not Levites. He instituted a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the festival held in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. This he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves he had made. And at Bethel he also installed priests at the high places he had made. On the fifteenth day of the eighth month, a month of his own choosing, he offered sacrifices on the altar he had built at Bethel. So he instituted the festival for the Israelites and went up to the altar to make offerings.  1 Kings 12:26-33





          What is so wrong with what King Jeroboam did?  Some would say that he was just making it easier for the people to get to a place of worship.  They might even say, "what does it matter how he worshipped God, as long as he worshipped him?"  To answer that, we need to take a look at the first commandment.





          Most sources will quote the first commandment as "you shall have no other gods before me."  This is actually part of the second commandment, "you shall make no graven images."  If that is not the first commandment, what is?  Ask a Jew, and he will tell you, "Hear O Israel, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery."  First we must know who our God is before we can turn our backs on Him and worship another.  This is the first mistake Jeroboam made.  The second has to do with "walking in the stubbornness of our own hearts."





          God is creator of all that is seen and unseen.  He knows the best way of doing everything, as He was the One who wrote the universal laws.  He has given us detailed instructions on how to go about worshipping Him.  He has also made it plain to us that we are to worship Him in the manner given to us.  If we don't, if we change anything about the time, place, or mode of worship, God sees us not as worshipping Him, but worshipping some other God.  An early example of this is found in Leviticus 10:1-3  Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he said:  " `Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.' "   Aaron remained silent.   Nadab and Abihu offered "unauthorized fire."  What exactly is that?  It is fire put before the Lord at a time other then when He specified.  They had, in their excitement, went to worship the Lord in "their own way" and were cut down for doing so.  This was done in the presence of the whole nation of Israel.  This was a lesson for them.  Unfortunately, they didn't learn the lesson.  Out of the stubbornness of their hearts, they decide time and time again to "do it their own way" and every time it got them into trouble.





          Jeroboam set up these 2 idols at Bethel and Dan.  Bethel, as you may recall, means "house of the Lord" and is the place where Jacob saw his vision of the ladder.  This was a place already known as a holy place, as was the place in Dan.  Amos the prophet tells us that this second image was set up at Gilgal, which is another place rich in spiritual connotations.  When the people first entered the land, they celebrated the first Passover in the land at Gilgal.  This is also the place where King Saul chose to "do it his way" and lost the support of the Lord and the kingdom as well.





          So, Jeroboam leads his people, the Israelites, into false worship and therefore away from the Lord.  The Lord decides to punish these people in front of Judah so that Judah would learn from their example and not follow them into this adulterous worship.  Unfortunately this did not work as Judah also turned away after false gods and ended up in Babylon.





          Going back to verses 10-11, we see that even though God has "disowned" them, the Israelites would not be cast off forever.  There would come a time when the Lord will reunite these two kingdoms and the Israelites, who were called "not my people" would be re-embraced and called "sons of the Living God."  He does not say, "I will bring in another group of people to take their place."  So, how can the disciples equate the Israelites with the Gentiles?  Why did they use this to show that the Gentiles were to receive the gospel too?  Because the Israelite were "scattered into all the nations" and the Jews saw all the nations as Gentiles.  You would have to preach to the Gentiles too in order to reach those missing Israelites.  Not only that, but they also understood that reaching the Gentiles had always been part of the plan of salvation.  The Jews were supposed to live their lives in such a way that the world would be drawn to them and therefore to the Lord.  This is not what happened.





          Some would say that since the Israelites were scattered, they no longer exist as a group and therefore can not be the people the Lord is speaking of here.  They like to believe that the Christian church is the true people of God now.  The Jewish people were never one with the Christian church.  How can they be reunited to a people they were never united with? 





          No, what is going to happen is that the Lord, who knows exactly who these people are and where they are found, will "call out" his people from the nations where they were scattered and call them back to Himself.  When we look at verse 14, we see how His is going to accomplish this.  "Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her.   Hosea 2:14  Restoration happens in the wilderness.  He has to pull us away from all the other voices so that we listen only to Him.  Then, and only then, will His people return to Him with their whole heart and stop walking "in the stubbornness of their own hearts."





          "In that day," declares the LORD, "you will call me `my husband'; you will no longer call me `my master. ' I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names be invoked.  Hosea 2:16-17  Anytime we see the phrase "in that day," we understand it to mean "the great and terrible day of the Lord" or "Judgment Day."  This means that in the end, when we have been found worthy to stand before Him, we will join with Him in the marriage feast of the Lamb (see Revelation 21:9-14.)  At that time there will be no doubt about our love for the Lord.  At this time, we will be able to pronounce His name boldly as if it were our own.  





          We also must remember that Baal wasn't the name of just one false god, it was the generic name given to all false gods.  (In Hebrew, the word means "master.")  This applies to any one or any thing that is lord over our lives.  For some people, this can be religion itself.  What we also need to understand is that anything that keeps us from worshipping the Lord in the manner He has prescribed is idolatry.  Only those who are willing to give up what they thought was right to follow what is truly right will be called "My people."  Those who don't will continue to be called "children of the harlot."





          For all those who make it through the flaming trials of the Tribulation, and are able to stand and be a part of the marriage feast, have a wonderful future awaiting them.  I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called `Not my loved one.' I will say to those called `Not my people,' `You are my people'; and they will say, `You are my God.' "  Hosea 2:23





          Let's look back at what we've learned so far.  Hosea is demonstrating, through the naming of his children, what is to become of Israel.  But, before he even goes into the details of what they have done and why they are being "disowned," he assures them of their future reuniting with Judah.  The Lord tells Hosea that there will come a time when the Lord would draw His people back into the wilderness in order to woo them back to Himself.  What else does He say about the future of this people? 





For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.   Hosea 3: 4-5





They will be so scattered that they will live for a very long time without a leader to unite them, without a way to meet with the Lord and make the required sacrifices to Him, and without any "holy object" to call their own.  After this, they will realize what they have been missing, and just how valuable that relationship was, and will return to His ways.  In those "last days" we will see more and more people, coming from every nation under the sun, turning to the Lord and following His commandments with their whole heart.  These are the people who will be "my people."  They will leave behind any and all false teachings (following the way of Jeroboam.)





          It seems to me that the biggest problem that the people of Israel were having was that they were following those who didn't have the right to lead.  The priests serving were not Levites, and were not trained in the way of the Lord.  They lead the people astray because they didn't know the way themselves.  And the people are paying the price for not making sure that those who where leading where following the Lord.  Those who did try to make corrections were not heard. "But let no man bring a charge, let no man accuse another, for your people are like those who bring charges against a priest. (They refused to listen to those finding fault with their leadership and would not allow anyone to correct them.)  You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you. So I will destroy your mother--  my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.   Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children."   Hosea 4: 4-6





The word translated "rejected" here also means "drained."  They had "drained away the knowledge" that the Lord had given them.  They made the Law "of non-account."  This is the very same thing that Yeshua (Jesus) said of the Pharisees of the first century.





          It is easy to be led astray when you don't know the Torah.  It's even easier when you were led to believe that the Torah is for the Jews only.  What we are studying clearly indicates that this is not true.  You see, many people today do not understand that "Judah" and "Israel" are NOT interchangeable.  You can be an Israelite and not be from the tribe of Judah, Benjamin or Levi.  Jews are the people who were left from the Southern Kingdom, Judah.  When the Lord speaks of His people, the Israelites, He is not limiting that description to Jews alone. He is also not excluding them from His definition.  All of His people went astray and were scattered into the nations at one time or another.  Many of the Jews are lost (to us, not God) as well, due to the constant pressure from the "Christian church" to conform to their way of worship or suffer the pain of death as an "infidel." 





          If we reject His knowledge, as revealed in the Torah, then He rejects us as His priests.  Because we continue to ignore the Torah, He will ignore our children.  This is what happened to the children of Israel; this is what will happen to us. " `Everyone who is native-born must do these things in this way when he brings an offering made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. For the generations to come, whenever an alien or anyone else living among you presents an offering made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the LORD, he must do exactly as you do. The community is to have the same rules for you and for the alien living among you; this is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the alien shall be the same before the LORD: The same laws and regulations will apply both to you and to the alien living among you.' "  Numbers 15:13-16





           Everyone is to worship the Lord in the manner He has set before us.  It doesn't matter if we can trace our genealogy back to David, or if we have no idea who our father was, the same Law applies to us all.  Nothing has happened to change this fact.  This was what the "sheet vision" of Peter's was all about.  The Jews had been calling all Gentiles "unclean" when the Lord reminded them that the Gentiles can be "clean" also.  In order to more fully understand the "clean/unclean" issue, one must study the Torah and the sacrificial system, which they (and we) were not doing.





          You see, because they stopped learning what Moses taught, they didn't even realize they had been led astray.  The Lord, in His eternal mercy, sent a prophet to tell them what they had done was wrong.  Did they listen to the prophet? The Israelites are stubborn, like a stubborn heifer. How then can the LORD pasture them like lambs in a meadow? Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone! Even when their drinks are gone, they continue their prostitution; their rulers dearly love shameful ways. A whirlwind will sweep them away, and their sacrifices will bring them shame.  Hosea 4:16-19





          They were stubborn, unwilling to listen to correction.  Their love of the false ways had a tight hold on them. Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the LORD. Israel's arrogance testifies against them; the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their sin; Judah also stumbles with them.   Hosea 5: 4-5  The prophet came and told them, but because they enjoyed celebrating the Lord in the manner they had chosen, they would not turn away from it. Their "mode of thinking and action" was so wrapped up in their own celebrations and traditions that they didn't see that in doing so, they said, "we know better then you" to the Lord.  Now that's arrogance! And to make matters worse, the people of Judah were watching all of this and beginning to think, "that looks fun!"  Not good, not good.





          "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. 





As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth."  Hosea 6:1-3  Even in the midst of all of this, the Lord still reaches His hand out to His people.  This is the same call to repentance we heard from John at the Jordan River.  This is the same call we will continue to hear until "that day."





"Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is over the house of the LORD 





because the people have broken my covenant and rebelled against my law. 





Israel cries out to me, `O our God, we acknowledge you!' But Israel has rejected what is good; an enemy will pursue him. They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes without my approval. With their silver and gold they make idols for themselves to their own destruction."  Hosea 8:1-4





          In scripture we often find the eagle.  This is usually referring to a world government to something "of the world."  (Although the Lord is often equated with the eagle, in this instance the study shows us this is out of the question.)  Notice His people swear that they are acknowledging the Lord when, in fact, they are refusing to follow His Torah.  They are setting up  their own king without consulting the Lord.  They have replaced His Levites with other priests not of His choosing. This clearly shows the Lord that they do not know Him.  They have rejected what was good (the Lord) so the enemy will pursue them.  They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. (v. 7)





"Though Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, these have become altars for sinning. I wrote for them the many things of my law, but they regarded them as something alien. They offer sacrifices given to me 





and they eat the meat, but the LORD is not pleased with them. 





Now he will remember their wickedness and punish their sins: They will return to Egypt.  Hosea 8: 11-13  The Torah (which is the actual word translated here as law) had become something alien to them.  They went and worshipped the Lord in their own way, and that was sin.  They offered sacrifices "to the Lord" but He is not pleased with them.  They are eating meat the Lord is not pleased with.  They are "eating meat sacrificed to idols." (Which is what the disciples told the Gentile converts to refrain from doing.)  As a result, He is allowing them to go back into the bondage of sin, the same sin He had saved them from.  





They will not remain in the LORD's land; Ephraim will return to Egypt 





and eat unclean food in Assyria. They will not pour out wine offerings to the LORD, nor will their sacrifices please him. Such sacrifices will be to them like the bread of mourners; all who eat them will be unclean. This food will be for themselves; it will not come into the temple of the LORD.  





 Hosea 9:3-4  The land, although promised to them, does not belong to them.  It belongs to the Lord.  It is His right to choose who lives there and who doesn't.  The Israelites were removed from the land, sold back into bondage, and have become like those they were supposed to be set apart from.  They have become unclean and are unable to approach the Lord or His temple.  





          Apostasy is described as a falling away from the true faith.  The Kingdom of Israel was guilty of apostasy.  They had been warned by the prophets not to continue on this path, but to return to the ways of the Lord their God.  At the beginning of this study I said that this was a message also intended for those who are alive in "the last days."  Most believers will agree that we are now in "the last days."  So this message is for us.  How do we know this for sure? Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.  2 Thessalonians 2:3 In the NASB it reads "Let no one in any way deceive you, for it [the end] will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,"  This is obviously referring to the Anti-Christ.  We are told that something else must first occur, the great "falling away" from the faith.  





          So, if we are in the end times, we should be "on the look-out" for this apostasy.  Are we?  Or are we being told that we are on the verge of the greatest revival of all time?  Could that "revival" actually be the falling away that we were warned of?  The only way to know for sure is to hold that teaching up to the light of the Torah to see if there are any holes in it.  





          Are we sitting under teachers who tell us the Torah was "nailed to the cross?"  Yeshua said that He didn't come to abolish the Torah or the prophets.  So what did He finish on the cross?  The need for an atoning sacrifice yearly to cover our sins.  He came to fulfill the Torah; He filled it up full of meaning.  Never intending to replace the Torah, only to become it.  Heaven and earth will pass away before even a jot or tittle (quality control checks made by the sages as they copied the ancient scriptures) would pass away.  That means the whole thing is still as valid today as when Moses taught it to us.  





          Are we aware of what the Law is?  How can we even discuss that which we know so little about.  We don't study the scriptures, we just study other people study of the scriptures.  Even the writings of the Renewed Covenant are nothing more then commentary on the Torah.  It is the basis for which everything after it is measured.  It is the actual spoken word of God as spoken to Moses.  Who do you think Moses was meeting with all that time up on the mountain?  Yeshua himself!  How can you do away with something that is the very essence of who you are?  How can you replace it? 





          The Torah was given to us as a guide for life.  If we "observe to do according to all that is written therein, He shall make [our] way prosperous."  The Torah brings life; the very same life that the false teachers are advertising, but not giving to the people.  They are denying the very thing sent to save them.  "It is to your destruction, O Israel, that you are against Me, against your help."  (13:9 ~ NASB)  





          There are those who believe that every prophesy of the "Old Testament" has already been fulfilled.  That none of what is written there matters to us in the here and now.  These are wolves in sheep's clothing, trying to keep us from the very word designed to save us.  Do not listen to them.  Get far away from them, or you will find yourself caught up in their judgment as well.  





          It is for this very reason that Hosea warns: Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.  Hosea 14:9   If you are not feeling wise and are having a hard time understanding these things, we have hope.  The Holy Spirit is standing by, ready to bring us into a fuller understanding of these things.  All we need to do is ask Him to help us by first removing our blinders that the world has put on us.  We then must ask for His protection so that we will not be deceived by all of the false teachers out there.  Sometimes this requires us to stop listening to other teacher all together and just focus on the word of God… the Torah.  Call it a wilderness experience, if you will. 





          It is not easy to follow the Lord when the whole world is following their own way.  One of the hardest things to do is to admit that we were wrong.  We  understand that "confession is good for the soul" but do we really believe it?  If we find ourselves in the same position as Israel, we need to do the same thing they needed to do.  "Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to him: "Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.  Assyria cannot save us; 





we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say `Our gods' to what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find compassion."  Hosea 14:2





          If we will confess our sins of apostasy and make the necessary changes in our lives, we can take hold of the very same promise made to the Israelites all those years ago.  "I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon he will send down his roots;  his young shoots will grow. His splendor will be like an olive tree, 





his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. Men will dwell again in his shade.  He will flourish like the grain. He will blossom like a vine, and his fame will be like the wine from Lebanon.  Hosea 14:4-8   





          We have wonderful promises made to us throughout the word of God.  We deny ourselves many of the riches simply because we have to do a little bit of digging to get to them.  We need to ask ourselves, and others, the difficult questions and not be satisfied with a quick answer that "doesn't sit right."  We must balance the "knowledge of God" along with the "fear of the Lord" in order to truly obey Him.  It might be easier to just believe everything your spiritual leaders tell you, but the easy path usually leads directly away from Him.  It was very easy for the Israelites to go to Bethel to worship, but that was not where they were told to go.  It is apparently just as easy to worship a golden calf as it is to worship a golden crucifix, but neither one brings glory to God.  





          What can this obscure prophet of the Israelites teach us today?  He can show us exactly what we need to be "on the look-out" for in these dark days ahead.  Those who are caught unaware will be caught up in the plagues to come.  Again, we hear the words of Hosea echoing down through the ages:     Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.  Hosea 14:9  





