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Chanukah is also known as the Feast of Dedication and the Festival of Lights. It is a time of rejoicing and remembering miracles that Yahweh has performed in the past, what He will do in the not so distant future, and what he accomplishes in our lives everyday. What Chanukah is not is the Jewish Christmas. To understand fully we have to delve into a little bit of history...well maybe more than a little bit, but I promise you’ll find it fascinating!








The story of Chanukah begins in the first book of Macabees. Macabees 1 and 2 are not found in most Bibles, but are considered part of the Apocrypha . Apocrypha books were rejected from the Protestant Bibles because it was felt they lacked divine authority. They were either left out completely or placed in the middle between Old and New Covenants. The books were declared divine by the Catholic church and can be found in Catholic Bibles interspersed with the rest of the text. Now that we have that explanation out of the way...onto to the history lesson!


We begin with Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia and conqueror of Syria, Egypt, and Palestine. The people in his empire were allowed to worship freely, and were allowed to maintain some form of self government. During this time some of the Jews began to follow the Hellenistic life style. (Hellenism is the interest in or the devotion to the culture and ideals of Greece. In many ways America is a Hellenistic society, but more on this another time.) When Alexander was dying he gave his empire to his officers. It is from them that Antiochus came. His goal was to wipe out Judaism completely. According to Josephus, the Jewish historian, he killed thousands, and took ten thousand Jews captive. He outlawed Judaism for those that remained. Antiochus also stripped the Temple of everything used for the worship of Yahweh. He installed a Greek priest in the Temple, and placed a statue of Zeus with his likeness there. Keeping Sabbath was forbidden, as well as circumcision, reading and having a Torah scroll, and adhering to the dietary laws. Only Antiochus was to be worshipped, and he gave himself the title of Epiphanes, which means "god in human form". His evil plans did not end there! He desecrated the Temple of Yahweh by sacrificing a pig on the altar. Pigs are unclean, and are not to be eaten, nor were they to be used as a sacrifice. ( Leviticus 11) Overseers kept the people in control and enforced Antiochus’ policies. Mothers who allowed their sons to be circumcised were killed and their babies hung from the necks. Whole families were put to death and anyone performing circumcision was also killed. Any form of obedience to Yahweh was punishable by death. 








Amid Antiochus’ reign of terror emerged a family of priests , the Hasmonean Macabees who refused to worship Antiochus and was faithful to the commandments of Yahweh. They killed Greek soldiers and then fled to mountains where they fought Antiochus’ army with thousands of Jews who joined them. It was the first guerilla warfare and battle for religious freedom. After three years and despite all odds they won their freedom. When they returned to Jerusalem the temple was in such a state that they ripped their clothes and fell prostrate in grief. They then set themselves to the task of cleansing the Temple of Yahweh. They removed the statue that Antiochus had placed there, washed and scrubbed the Temple clean, and removed the Greek symbols and idols from within the walls. The altar that had been profaned was torn down, and another built. They also replaced all the items of worship that had been stolen and everything was restored as it was prescribed in the Torah. Then the Temple was rededicated. This celebration lasted eight days. 


Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is the month of Chislev, in the one hundred and forty-eighth year, they rose and offered sacrifice, as the law directs, on the new altar of burnt offering which they had built. At the very season and on the very day that the Gentiles had profaned it, it was dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. All the people fell on their faces and worshipped and blessed Heaven, who had prospered them. So they celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days, and offered burnt offerings with gladness; they offered a sacrifice of deliverance and praise. They decorated the front of the temple with golden crowns and small shields; they restored the gates and the chambers for the priests, and furnished them with doors. There was very great gladness among the people, and the reproach of the Gentiles was removed. Judas and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel determined that every year at that season the days of dedication of the altar should be observed with gladness and joy for eight days, beginning with the twenty-fifth day of the month of Chislev. At that time they fortified Mount Zion with high walls and strong towers round about, to keep the Gentiles from coming and trampling them down as they had done before. 1 Macabees 4:52-60 








It is said that during cleansing of the Temple only a one day supply of oil could be found that wasn’t desecrated, yet this one day supply burned miraculously for the full eight days which gave them time to prepare more.


 





A Chanukah menorah has eight branches, one for each day of the festival, and a holder for an extra candle that is used to light the others. This candle is called the Shamash or Servant Light. The menorah can not be lit any other way.


 





Now that you understand the history of Chanukah, it is important to note that there is much symbolism accorded with this Feast that will bless our lives and our relationship with the Father and the Messiah Yeshua.


 





Yeshua was at the Temple in Jerusalem during Chanukah. John 10:22 -23: And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Yeshua walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. I know that others may not agree with me, but I think it is presumptuous to assume that He was there to "celebrate" Chanukah. Chanukah is not one of the pilgrimage feasts (a feast where all males are required to be at the Temple in Jerusalem). Chanukah was celebrated by every one in their own place. Yeshua was teaching and that is supported by Scripture. Leaders are often equated in Scripture as shepherds. The sheep are the people. (read Ezekiel 34). The people wanted proof that Yeshua was the Messiah. He answered them that His works, spoke of who He was. Chanukah is a time of miracles. The miracle of the defeat of Antiochus’ army by men who were not skilled warriors, but priests and ordinary people who were fighting for their lives and their religious freedom. The people accepted this as a miracle from Yahweh, but Yeshua also performed many miracles, and yet they still wanted proof of His identity. When He told them that He and His Father were one, they wanted to stone him. (John 10: 22-30)








Yeshua also tells us For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve - and give his life as a ransom for many. Matthew 20:28 CJB Compare Yeshua as the servant to the shamash (servant) candle on the Chanukah menorah which is used to light the other candles. He also tell us that He is a light. I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. John 8:12 KJV. Chanukah is also called the Festival of Lights. 


The abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel was committed by Antiochus when he desecrated the altar of Yahweh. This will happen again in these times. Yeshua said "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)" The Jews understood that this prophecy of Daniel was fulfilled with the events that led up to Chanukah. But Yeshua said it would happen again. Consider what Solomon words, What has been is what will be, what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. Is there something of which it is said, "See is this new?" Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 CJB





 


Chanukah is the celebration of the rededication of the Temple. Besides the parallels between Yeshua and the light of the menorah and the shamash candle there are others that can not be ignored. Our bodies according to Paul are the Temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 6:19; and 2 Corinthians 6:16, and Yeshua is our high priest. Hebrews 5-6. He lives within us and it is through Him that we rededicate ourselves to Yahweh. He is the living Torah and the light of the world through which we will never walk in darkness !
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